
 

Editor’s Notes 
 

               Every effort will be made to include all articles - and photos  - given \sent to me. News 

items will only be included for the current month if they reach me no later than the Saturday 

before publication at the Thursday General Meeting. Whilst it is understood that not all members 

have computers the preferred method of receiving articles\photos is by email. The number of 

pages in the Newsletter may vary and will be based on information supplied. 
 

               It would be appreciated if articles be restricted to a maximum of 250 words.  Articles 

will be edited, major changes by agreement with the member\author concerned. 
 

Any opinions expressed within the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or the 

Committee. 
 

              The Publicity Officer (Brian Harbourne) will submit extracts of articles and photos to 

the local press. 
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Helping fellow members 
 

         A little while back Fred Ditchfield purchased a wheelchair for his wife, Pat. It was 

a very valuable aid to her and, thankfully, she has no longer need of it. Fred is now in a 

position to offer this wheelchair for use to any member of the club.. A very generous 

offer - please contact Fred direct for more details. 
 

         As for me, I have a fully functional 32 inch (CRT) flat-screen TV which I wish to 

update\replace. This type of TV has no resale value but may prove useful to an 

‘offspring’ in a family just starting out. If there is no specific need within the member-

ship then hopefully, one of the charity organisations may be willing to assist.. Please 

contact the editor. 
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Ups and Downs of a Helicopter Pilot 
 

             Former Squadron Leader Jolyon Maclaine gave a very enlightened talk about his 

time as a pilot. 
 

             Persuaded to join the RAF by a friend in 1969, he initially trained to fly a 

‘Chipmunk’ fixed winged propeller aircraft but quickly progressed to a jet Provost. He 

vividly described the thrill of being able to fly at 40,000 feet above Yorkshire on a clear 

night and being able to see the 

lights of Dublin and Belfast to the 

West, Edinburgh to the North, 

Denmark to the East and London 

and France to the South. 
 

            In 1972 he decided that he 

would prefer to fly helicopters 

rather than jets and was posted to 

RAF Turnhill to learn his new 

trade. There he first learnt to fly a 

two seater Bell and later a Whirl-

wind ‘Search and Rescue’ heli-

copter. Jolyon described the bizarre habit of seasoned crewmen climbing up a ladder on 

the outside of his machine, whilst in flight, and peer into the cabin to test the nerves of 

the newly qualified pilot. 
 

            Sqd Leader Maclaine saw action in Northern Ireland, Guatemala and Belize be-

ing involved on a number of occasions with members of the SAS in operations in these 

countries. Later posted to RAF Brawdy in Cornwall he took part in 78 successful search 

and rescue  missions in an area covering the Atlantic, Irish Sea and the North Sea. 
 

            Following leaving the RAF he moved to the Gulf State of Oman where he was 

responsible for transporting the Sultan around his kingdom for a period of six years. Re-

turning to the UK he applied for and was accepted as a helicopter pilot for the Police 

covering the Derbyshire and Nottingham police areas until he ended his flying career in 

the late 1990’s. 

                                                                                                     Graham Jones 



 

Clee Hills  -  31 March  
 

             The long walk for March was reconnoitred by Don and Richard, and was centred 

on  Titterstone Clee, a high point of some 1500 ft, located about 12  miles West  of 

Bewdley. Eleven people started out on a day that was overcast, and with a gusty wind 

that blew straight  across from the Welsh border. 

           We made our way along a steep-ish track that evened out as we ascended and 

gave us a taste of what it was like to 

face into a 50 mph wind.  The track 

became less distinct as we walked 

over tussocky ground, and the sun 

gradually got to work dispelling the 

cloud. 

         The top of the Clee was, in 

effect, a large disused quarry with 

a radar establishment on the east 

side.  We stopped for our lunch 

break and decided, in view of the 

strength of the wind, that the going 

would be too hard up the last 500 

feet, and reluctantly called it a day, reversing the way  we had come, back down to the 

cars.   A pity, but the right decision in the prevailing conditions. The sun had by now 

much to improve the visibility and it was possible to see at least four counties. 
 

         Many thanks Don for leading the party and selecting such rain-free weather. 

                                                                                                            Alfred Wallwork 

     Please inform Ron Ryman  if you are unable to attend a General Meeting by the Sunday be-

fore that General Meeting. 
 

       If you are unable to carry out the Vote of Thanks or the Newsletter Report please get in touch 

with Tony Ferneyhough, well before that General Meeting. 
 

       Graham Jones should be notified - in plenty of time - if you are unable to carry out any of   

the Kitchen Rota duties 
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Alvaston Hall 

Here are the figures for the Probus members balances. 
Signature Rooms (couples) £168.33. 
Standard Rooms (singles) £144.00. 
Cheques can be paid any time from now on, but must be paid latest by the June 
meeting. 
There will be a board out at the meeting. 
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Long Walk – Abberley Hill – 21 April 
 

              On leaving the car park we made our way through a field of head-high rape-

seed in bloom. On the hottest day of the year so far Ice Picks, Crampons and Oxygen 

Masks were in order as we scaled Abberley Hill to a height of 1028 feet.  Pausing for 

breath (gasping for some !!) to take a welcome coffee break we witnessed panoramic 

views before us and a beautiful display of bluebells to the side. All the trees are 

‘greening’ up adding even more colour to the countryside. During the break we met 

some very ardent walkers keen to complete their 109 mile walk !! (They did admit to 

breaking the walk into stages which had taken several years to complete !) 
 

            Following the ridge we then descended into the pretty village of Abberley for our 

picnic lunch. (Even the pub was open !!).  The blossom from a nearby lilac tree pervaded 

the air. Then onwards, over Elsor Moor and past the famous Clock Tower. 
 

           Amongst the fauna and 

flora were wild deer, pheasants, 

lambs and a holly tree in flower. 

The flowers are a fairly unusual 

sight – is nature trying to fore-

warn us of what is in store for 

us next winter ??  
 

            As the sun continued to 

shine we completed the circuit 

appreciating orchards of apple 

and cherry trees displaying their 

Spring blossom. 
 

            A shorter walk than usual but with a more physical challenge that in perfect 

weather showed the English countryside at its best. 
 

                                                                                                        David Rooke 
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Visit to Corley Moor 
 
             Thursday 14th April, a typical English spring day. Geoff and Sheila Silvester 

took us to Corley Moor by Fillongley for our monthly amble. Plenty of Spring blossom 

in the hedge rows and bright clumps of bluebells. However, something different 

emerged when we came across llamas in 

a paddock, a beautiful windmill house 

conversion, eagles on the end of a barn 

and a cockerel on a gate post.  

            Continuing across a field we 

came upon the most amazing sight - 

Heart Park. A theme park in the middle 

of nowhere with flying saucers, giant 

swan boats, a lighthouse, a beach with 

deck chairs and a little train. Today cer-

tainly turned out to be an amble with a 

difference and most enjoyable. However, 

the best was yet to come when we 

stopped for lunch at the 

'Red Lion'. 3 Courses 

and a good choice of 

menu for just under £10 

pounds a head!!, The 

food was very good 

with generous portions, s o 

much so, that the 3rd 

course became a chal-

lenge for many.  

              

        A well organised walk with a 'difference’. 

It was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Our grateful 

thanks to Geoff and Sheila.                                                          
                                       Jim Bailey 
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Inter Club Probus Golf 2011 
 

          The annual golf competition will take place on 21st June at Wishaw Golf Club. 

We retained the trophy last year after winning it in 2009. We are looking for help in 

holding on to the trophy,  so dust out those clubs and come and enjoy playing with fel-

low Probus members. The cost is £35 which includes a light breakfast as well as the 

golf followed by  a meal. The start time is 8.30 at Wishaw.                                                 

Barn Dance - Saturday - 9th April 
 

            Members will have slept soundly on the Saturday evening having survived an 

exhilarating and challenging repertoire of dancing. 
 

       Garth Reynolds lived up to his 

reputation as a first class caller taking 

participants through each step and se-

quence.  The Gentlemen followed his 

instructions assiduously although not 

always in the right order!  He was sup-

ported by “The Boys of Oakhill” a very 

lively and talented group who have 

been playing together for some 30 

years. 
 

        The first session comprised a 

number of sets in fours and eights with 

dozy do's, points and stars before we 

all welcomed the break which included Supper.  Thereafter variations on a Conga with 

half turns before mastering “Stripping the Willow”. The finale was a faster sequence 

based on a train theme which left some of us wondering who moved the tracks half way 

through! 
 

           This was a new initiative for the Club and it was good to see it so well supported.  

As one lady commented - 

“just look around this 

room, everyone has got 

involved, had a smile on 

their face and enjoyed 

themselves”.  It's simply 

Probus! 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS - 2011 
 

Sun May 22nd 

            David Rooke has organised a trip to Edgbaston to watch a 40 over cricket match. 

 

Mon 20th June 

           Mike Lock is organising our annual crown green bowls day at Gentleshaw. 
 

Fri July 8th 

            President’s Supper at the Terrace Restaurant. 
 

Tues 23rd Aug 

           A rare visit to Highgrove. An all day trip, travelling by coach. 
 

30th Sept  - 2nd Oct 

           Autumn Break  - Alveston Hall 

  PUB AMBLE 
 

    Date : Thursday  19th May 

    Pub:    Horse and Jockey    (Lichfield) 

    Post Code:   WS14 9JE 

    Walk start:   10.30  

    Lunch time:   12.30  

    Cost of lunch: £10  -  including coffee. 
 

     Walk:  The walk is an easy amble about 3 miles long. Mostly farm tracks and country lanes.  

                There are no stiles. 
  

    Start point:  On A51 Tamworth  - Lichfield  Road about one mile south East of Lichfield.  
 

     Directions: Go via A38 towards Lichfield. Change onto A5206 at big island where A38 forks  

                       right. At traffic lights on outskirts of Lichfield turn right onto A51. The Horse and 

                       Jockey is on the left about one mile from the turn. 
 

    Organiser:   Roy Willson  

         

              Please note : All walkers should wear suitable footwear. 

 

Kitchen Rota Thurs 26th May 
 

 

Terry Booth 
  

John Buckland  
 

Peter Gray 
  

Denis Perkins  
 

Roger Phillips  
 

 

Graham Jones -Venue Secretary 

 

Kitchen Rota Thurs 28th Apr 
 

John Booth 
 

Brian Mallett 
 

John Purnell 
 

Ian Scholes 
 

Mike Terry 

 

Rod Crowley-Venue Secretary 
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Date 
 

Event 
Speaker\ 

Coordinator 

Vote Of 

Thanks 

Newsletter 

 Report 

Thur 28th 

Apr 

 

Annual General Meeting 
  

 

Mike Lock 

Mon 9th 

May 

 

Long Walk  - Leicestershire 
Geoff 

Silvester 

 

Depart from Roy’s 9.30am 

Thur 12th 

May 

Coach trip  - Waddesdon 

Manor 
John 

Cheal 

 

Details at the General Meeting 

Thur 19th 

May  

 

Short Walk and Pub Lunch 
Roy 

Willson 

 

Details on page 5 

Sun 22nd 

May 

County Cricket Match at 

Edgbaston  
David 

Rooke 

Warwickshire V Durham  

Start time 1.45 pm 

Thur 26th 

May 

 

Friends of the Black 

Country Museum 

 

David 

Baker 

Richard 

Humphrey 
David 

Roy 

Thur 2nd 

June 

 

Long Walk  - Cotswolds 
Dennis 

Rose 

 

Depart from Roy’s 9.30am 

Thur 9th 

June 

 

Short Walk and Pub Lunch 
Roy 

Willson 

All short walks start normally at 

1030 am 

10th-17th 

June 

Spring Break 

Sorrento 
Brian 

Mallett 

 

Enjoy the warm sun !! 

Mon 20th 

June 

Crown Green bowling 

Gentleshaw 
Mike 

Lock 

 

More details soon. 

Tues 21st 

June 

 

Inter Club Golf Tournament 
Brian 

Mallett 

 

Details on page 4 

Thur 23rd 

June 

Samuel Johnson 

A man of many words 

Joanne 

Wilson 
Ron  

Ryman 

Harry 

Medcalf 

Thur 7th 

July 

 

Long Walk 
Mike  

Lock 

 

Depart from Roy’s at 9.30 am 

Fri 8th 

July 

 

President’s Supper (£25) 
David Rooke 

John Cheal 
Terrace Restaurant 

7.00 for 7.30 pm 

Thur 21st 

July 

 

Short walk and Pub Lunch 
Tony  

Ferneyhough 

 

Walk starts at 1030 am 

Thur 28 

July 

 

Odes of Life and Laughter 
Ken 

Gilks 
Roger 

 Phillips 

Brian 

Senior 

Thur 4th 

Aug 

 

Trip to Blist Hill 
John  

Cheal 

 

More details later 

 


