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MAKING YOUR APOLOGIES  
 

  If you are unable to attend a General Meeting please advise Mike Terry by the Sunday before. 
 

If you won’t be able to carry out your duties on the Kitchen Rota please try and ‘swap’ with 

someone from the following month, and advise Graham Jones of the change.  
 

If you can’t provide the Newsletter Report or deliver the Vote of Thanks please get in touch with 

me, Peter Weston, before the meeting concerned (pr.weston@btinternet.com).     

And finally, a very quick note to say that I always welcome your comments on the Newsletter! 

                        ‘THIRTEEN AT DINNER’  A Mystery by John Carrington 

                           Report on Long Walk on Thursday 6th March 
                              
 In a scene reminiscent of Agatha Christie’s ‘Thirteen at Dinner’, Lord Edgware 

(Rod Crowley) met twelve fellow Probus members on the car park of Carsington Water, 

Derbyshire.  Inspector Japp (Bob Badham) was already at the scene when the great detec-

tive Graham ‘Hercule Poirot’ Jones eventually arrived, and with his bag-carrier offered to 

assist in taking the invited ensemble for a stroll before dinner. 

 Deciding to traverse the route anti-clockwise, the intrepid band set off wondering 

where their perambulations would take them.  With three retired police officers ‘leading the 

way’ everyone was amazed how easily and quickly they found themselves back at the car 

park.  The weather was glorious and company good and after hiking eight miles the thirteen 

guests converged into the restaurant in order for ‘Hercule’ to explain the plot.  Fortunately 

there were no mishaps and despite the resemblance to Agatha Christie’s story everyone 

survived, so we ate our dinner, he gave directions for Sutton Coldfield and the cast all went 

home unscathed and unmuddied.                                                               - John Carrington   

And here’s your Editor once again, this time reading ‘Churchill’s Bomb’ 
 

        This was a book that my techie son-in-law gave me for Christmas which deals with Britain’s 
involvement with the Atom Bomb. I found it fascinating and commend it to the attention of  Pro-

bus members who, like me, lived through some of these Cold War years. 

         Although actually it was really Attlee’s Bomb, because he was the one who commissioned it 

in 1946 believing it was needed in order to maintain our status as a Great Power.  Ernest Bevin 

said, “We’ve got to have this thing over here, whatever it costs… we’ve got to have the bloody 

Union Jack on top of it.”  Which turned out to be a mistake, as I think most of us will now agree, 

especially since we couldn’t afford it, nor the vast cost of the three different V-Bombers which 

were built to deliver the weapon. (To the disgust of the Americans it was paid for out of Marshall 

Plan aid, which the rest of Europe used more sensibly to rebuild their industry and infrastructure). 

        The book tells a long and complicated story, in which Churchill comes across as a man ahead 

of his time.  I always thought that nuclear weapons came as a complete surprise to the politicians 

but as early as 1931 Winston wrote an article for Strand magazine in called ’Fifty Years Hence’ in 

which he warned of the dangers of atomic explosions.   It would be only twenty years before he 

took office as Prime Minister to find his vision had become a frightening reality. 

        There’s a great deal more in the book, including the story of the Soviet spies and the long and 

sad tale of how Britain was the world leader in nuclear research during the nineteen thirties, but 

after handing over our knowledge to the Americans found they excluded our scientists from the 

Manhattan Project; eventually President Truman even passed a law making it illegal to share nu-

clear information with any other country—including us!   There are over 500 pages of similar 

insights which are well worth investigating!                                                             - Peter Weston 
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February Speaker:    

‘Global Warming—Myth or Fact?’ by Mr David Muntzer 
 

Report by Ian Scholes 

Photo by Dennis Rose 

 

  David Muntzer’s qualification as a geologist and his visits to places that have 

experienced climate changes made him an ideal speaker for the timely subject of global 

warming. 

  He set the scene by describing how the earth’s atmospheric temperature is criti-

cal for supporting chemical evolution and how the necessary balance of temperature is 

influenced by natural and man-made phenomena.  Minor constituents of the atmosphere 

such as carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxides and ozone provide the regulatory effect but, in 

the modern world, these ‘greenhouse gases’ have reached very high levels, mainly from 

combustion of liquid, solid and gaseous fuels, with over half of the output originating in 

China, the USA and the EU.  

  David explained how the resulting warmer climate influenced glaciers, sea levels 

and animal and bird life.  Other results include the northern spread of diseases, the shift 

in plant and animal habitats, coral reef bleaching and excesses of rain, flooding, 

draughts and fires.                                                                                       Continued….. 
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 In 2001 the International Panel on Climate Change concluded that the observed 

warming over the past 100 years was unlikely to be due to natural causes and a contributory 

factor was the clearing of rain forests for cattle and short term farming. The Panel repeated 

this view later and projected that the increase in average surface temperature of the Earth up 

to the year 2100 could lead to a rise in seawater levels of between 3.5 and 34.6 inches per 

annum! 

 The result could be severe erosion of the whole eastern part of the UK, leaving Sutton 

Coldfield on the coast!  However, any hope by club members for a potential income from 

holiday letting was soon dispelled by the news that change was unlikely to be seen before the 

end of this century. 

  The speaker suggested that an underlying cause of man’s predicament is the size and 

rate of growth of the world population, which has increased in our lifetime from around two 

billion in 1950 to over seven billion today, and the attendant requirements for energy, indus-

try and food. 

  At the end of an interesting and well-presented talk members sought solace from 

questions, but it was soon evident that our personal attempts to save the world by using LED 

lamps, green fuels and building flood defences could well be pointless!    

  Or are they?  (According to the most recent IPCC report there continues to be lack of 

firm evidence regarding the sign of trend in the magnitude and/or frequency of floods on a 

global scale).                                                                               - Ian Scholes 

A footnote from PW: 

 I’m afraid I found all this a bit depressing because it made me wonder what sort of  

world we shall be leaving to my children—and grandchildren.  Sutton-by-the-Sea sounds 

very nice, but not if it creates a few million refugees from points East—and who will grow 

the food we currently get from  East Anglia?   People think global warming will happen to-

morrow, but it actually happened yesterday and there’s no stopping it.  - pw 

                         WELCOME TO JOHN VICKERS, OUR LATEST NEW MEMBER 
 

                                                  John was born in Leeds so 

will increase the club’s Yorkshire contingent.  His career has been 

in secondary education, in teaching and youth work in Yorkshire 

and the Midlands, with headships in Birmingham, North York-

shire, and Coventry. After retiring he became a freelance educa-

tion management consultant in Warwickshire, Nottinghamshire 

and Bradford.  He is a keen walker and has been associated with 

Sutton Coldfield Orchestra, with whom he has played as a violin-

ist of sorts since the early 1980s.  He is a member of the Orches-

tra’s organising committee with responsibility for links with solo-

ists and conductors. John’s wife, Margaret, also enjoys walking 

and is a knowledgeable gardener for whom John provides cheap 

but high quality labour (although Margaret does not always rec-

ognise the quality!). 

STOP PRESS:  Mike Lock can no longer lead the long walk on Thurs-
day May 1st. Bob Badham will step in and he will be doing the one  
we had to cancel earlier in the year, from Kenilworth. 
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    Saturday 15th March - ‘A Night in the  

    Black Forest’ (or was it all a dream?)  

    Pictorial report by Peter Weston 

                                              

        “It’s a bit relentless,” Marlene confided during 

the interval as that accordion kept on belting-out  

‘Roll out the Barrel’ and other Bavarian melodies  

pre-recorded for our pleasure.   Shortly afterwards  

I started to feel unwell and went home, which meant  

that I missed the second half of the evening. 

 Which was a pity, because it was a jolly sort 

of event and well-supported by the club.  At least I 

managed one little dance around the floor, doing the 

reliable British Shuffle which has carried me through  

some of the stickiest social situations! 
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‘Get those knees brown, 
laddie!’, as they used to say 

in the desert.  Fred enters 

into the spirit of  things but 

shorts will never catch on in 

the Probus club! 

     The picture above shows Barry 

Schmidt on the wind-organ and his 

merry helpers in their ‘lederhosen’ 

of El Alamein-vintage. 

     At one point they induced Geoff 

to come up on stage with Dorothy 

(travelling under the incognito of 

‘Marmaduke’) for some sort of 

strange ritual with a notice.   

     As far as I can understand it 

reads ‘A toast, a toast, to comfort 

and cosiness’, although perhaps 

that’s a bit of German that doesn’t 

translate very well.  A good buffet, 

and the whole thing well-organised 

once again by David Rooke.   - pw                        



 

‘The Membership Page’— As President Rod has said, the success of SPPC is due to the quality of 

its people, so I can think of no better way of recognising their talents than by inviting members to 

write about their interests, activities or professions.  This time it’s Tony’s turn!   - pw   

 

 

‘THE BIRDMAN OF BEDFORD 

DRIVE’ 

 

                                                                    Or, ‘What I do in my garage’ 

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 During the Winter months when the weather is dark, dank and I have no inclination to 

venture out into the interminable rain, I normally have a project to keep the mind and body active. 

Years ago I used to make many things from wood.  Working with it produces a lovely smell that 

never really goes away for me. This Winter I turned my attention to a straightforward project, 

making nesting boxes for birds.  It has proved quite fruitful as I have made - and disposed of - 

about 30 boxes. I have donated two boxes to Sutton Park which the staff have agreed to place 

somewhere near the Visitors Centre.  Before I put my tools away and tidy-up the garage it crossed 

my mind that maybe some members may like one to adorn a large tree in their garden. If this is 

the case I am willing to make a few more, at just a modest charge to cover the cost of materials. 

 Walking through the park on our Bucks Fizz Walk last month we passed the Jamboree 

Stone which brought back many memories from August 1957.  I helped, with many hundreds of 

others, to complete various tasks before the Scouts arrived in their thousands, but after the open-

ing ceremony the heavens opened and the camp site was completely washed-out.  A plea was sent 

to all local residents to help out by looking after a few scouts in each household.  I persuaded my 

parents to put up a patrol from Brighouse in Yorkshire.  Many of the municipal buildings were 

opened up as shelters to house the bedraggled scouts who had arrived from all over the world.  

 As for the scouting world there was  major significance in this 9th World Jamboree. It 

celebrated the 100th year of the birth of the scouting movement (founder Robert Baden Powell) 

and it was the 50th year since the first camp on Brownsea Island.   Fifty years on, in 2007, an 

additional plaque was mounted on the rear of the stone as further commemoration. Incidentally it 

was also my introduction to Amateur Radio.  At that time it was agreed that scouts would be able 

to talk over the air to others around the world for the first time., and Les Mitchell - a scout leader - 

introduced ‘Jamboree on the Air’.   The weather brightened up eventually and everyone enjoyed a 

glorious late Summer.  Those were the days!                                                   - Tony Ferneyhough 
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Left; Tony shows one of the 

nesting boxes he makes in his 

well-equipped woodworking 

shop. 

 

                   Skittles Evening Friday 28th February                     
                                Report by Peter Prime  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Once again we had another enjoyable event for a crowd of about sixty members 

and partners at our now-familiar Lea Marston venue.  As before it was skilfully organ-

ised by the accomplished Jim B. and Mike G. (I could have found other adjectives like 

‘talented’, ‘gifted’, and ‘very capable’, but two compliments are surely enough?) 

 Down to business; on duty at the skittles end I wondered if some of the players 

thought skittles and cricket were the self-same game as I found myself fielding small 

cannon balls with both feet and hands--- one coming down the alley at waist height! 

Incidentally, do two skittles down from a rebound count as an extra throw? 

 Jim B. was keeping the score with Mike G. doing the chasing.  At the conclusion 

of the contest Table 1(Jim’s table) were declared the winner with the highest score.   

Linda Badham won the prize for the best top score for a lady and Jim Bailey collected 

the prize for highest male scorer (that result was not surprising, was it!). 

 The quiz needs little reporting.  As usual it managed to show up our ignorance of 

all the areas that we thought we know something about, and when one table managed a 

score 50% better than most of the others it was definitely time to call it a day. But not 

without a proper ‘thank you’ to the workers, Jim and Mike, who appear to want to do it 

all over again next year! 

 PS. Must strengthen wrists for next time!                                          - Peter Prime 

             Excuse rotten pictures, taken with my new iPad which doesn’t have a flash!  - pw 
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Above; Ken bowls 

a Yorker! 

 

Left; John sends 

it straight down 

the middle. 

Above; Pat’s theory is 

that the quiet ones score 

better in the end. 



 

Diary of events and activities to July 2014 

 

Thursday 27th March 

‘The history of English to 1381’ 

Speaker; Mrs C. Millin 

Newsletter Report: Keith Keeley 

Vote of Thanks: Mike Lock 

Kitchen Rota:  

Tim Daly, Mike Gospel, Peter Prime, 

David Roy, Alf Dineen 
 

Thursday 3rd April 

Long Walk ‘Over the Hill at Brailes’, 

Warwickshire  

led by Geoff Silvester 
 

Thursday 10th April 

Pub Amble in Sutton Park, 

with lunch at Toby Carvery 

led by Roy Wilson 
 

Thursday 17th April 

Visit to ‘The Mousetrap’ 

at the Garrick Theatre, Lichfield 

Harry Medcalf, co-ordinator 
 

Thursday 24th April 

Club AGM 

Newsletter Report; Peter Weston 

Kitchen Rota;  

Barry Gill, Brian Mallett,  

Ian Scholes, Alf Dineen,  

John Carrington 
 

Thursday 1st May 

Long Walk organised by Mike Lock 
 

Thursday 15th May 

Pub Amble (to be advised) 
 

Sunday 18th May 

‘Voices & Brass’ Concert 

John Cheale, co-ordinator 

 

Thursday 22nd May 

‘Baginton Airport’  

Speaker: Mr Barrie Jones 

Newsletter Report; Dale Lyons 

Vote of Thanks: Neil Crabb 

Kitchen Rota: 

Ivor Wesley, Ray Clark, 

Jim Bailey, Tony Ferneyhough, 

Peter Weston 
 

Friday 23rd May 

Elvis Presley on Stage, 

Harry Medcalf, co-ordinator 
 

Thursday 29th May 

Visit to the Black Country Museum 

Mike Gospel, co-ordinator 
 

Thursday 5th June 

Long Walk led by Barry Gill 
 

Thursday 12th June 

Visit to Baginton Airport 

John Cheale, co-ordinator 
 

Tuesday 17– Tuesday 24th June 

Early Summer Break to Croatia 

Organised by Brian Mallett 
 

Thursday 19th June 

Pub Amble (to be advised) 
 

Thursday 24th June 

‘Bringing Theatre to Africa’ 

Speaker; Ian Appleby 

Newsletter Report: Brian Mallett 

Vote of Thanks: David Roy 

Kitchen Rota:  

Dennis Rose,  Ernest Williams,  

Brian Harbourne,  

Fred Nightingale, Brian Nicholas   
 

Thursday 3rd July 

Visit to the Gloucester &  

Warwickshire Railway 

Organised by John Cheale 
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Give Roy a Break! We are still looking 

for volunteers to organise future ‘Pub 

Ambles’ - please get in touch with Brian 

Spencer if you can help. 
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                     Thursday 3rd April; Long Walk ‘Over the Hill at Brailes’ 

                                                   Led by Geoff Silvester 
 

 The above walk starts from ‘The George’, Lower Brailes, Warks. The distance from 

Sutton is approx 50 miles and takes about 1 hour 10 minutes.  Recommended route is via 

M42, M40 to junction 15 then A429 to A34, then left into Shipston and from here take left 

fork on to the B4035 signposted ‘Brailes’.  You will first encounter Upper Brailes but con-

tinue on till Lower Brailes, and the George is on the right with car park at rear. 

 I suggest you aim to arrive about 10.00 am in time to order lunch before we set off at 

10.30. Toilets will be available in the pub before we start. 

 The title ‘over the hill’ is appropriate as there is one gradual climb and one that will 

take your breath away, as will the superb views from the top.  There are six stiles, and if wet 

it could be muddy around some gates.  The walk will be about five miles. 

 Please let me know if you are coming as pub requires an idea of the number expected 

for lunch.                                                                                  - Geoff Silvester                                                                                
        

                        Thursday 10th April; Pub Amble led by Roy Willson 
 

 Our walk this time is in Sutton Park, starting from the Park House (the Toby 

Carvery) at 10.30 am (use Town Gate).  The distance will be about three miles, mostly fairly 

flat with no stiles, and we hope the ground will be dry (but wear suitable footwear). 

 We will arrive back for lunch at 12.30 am, which costs £5.99.         - Roy Willson 
 

                    Sunday 18th May; ‘Voices & Brass’ Concert at Sutton Town Hall 

                                                    Organised by John Cheale 
 

 Once again we will have a presence at the charity concert organised by Sutton Vesey 

Rotary Club at the town hall, commencing at 7.30 pm.  Those who came to last year’s event 

will remember an evening of superb music from the Gresley Male Voice Choir and the Bir-

mingham Schools Brass Band.   Bookings have already been taken at previous meetings but 

contact me to see if tickets may still be available.                                            - John Cheale 
  (In the previous Newsletter I mistakenly gave the date as Saturday 18th May but it defi-

nitely is a Sunday!  My apologies for any confusion caused—pw)                                            
 

                        Friday 23rd May; ‘Elvis Presley on Stage’ at Symphony Hall 

                     Organised by Brian Mallett 
 

 What was it like to experience an Elvis concert in Las Vegas?  Those who were there 

say it was the pinnacle of entertainment – a ticket that was hard to be had – the biggest and 

best show in Sin City.  Now, in celebration of the 60th Anniversary of Rock & Roll and 

Elvis’ first recording session we too can see ‘ELVIS PRESLEY – ON STAGE’. 

 Using the latest technology, Elvis performs via state-of-the art video screens singing 

lead vocals backed by a live band, singers and an orchestra.   Together, this multi-media 

creation puts the audience inside an Elvis Presley concert presented exactly like one of his 

classic live performances.  The contemporary staging and overall production create the illu-

sion that Elvis is on stage for one of his finest concert performances,  as seen in the epic 

music documentary filmed on location in Las Vegas, ‘Elvis: That's the Way It Is.’ 

 Our booking was made some months ago and the performance is now completely 

sold out.  I will distribute tickets when I receive them from the organisers.    - Brian Mallett 


